


The WIDA Can Do Descriptors, Key Uses Edition, Grades K–12
�e WIDA Can Do Descriptors provide examples of what language learners can do at various 
stages of English language development in listening, speaking, reading and writing. �e WIDA 
Can Do Descriptors, Key Uses Edition



Organization of the WIDA Can Do Descriptors, Key Uses Edition, Grades K–12
�e WIDA Can Do Descriptors, Key Uses Edition is organized by grade-level bands (K, 1, 2–3, 4–5, 6–8, and 9–12) that correspond to those in ACCESS for ELLs 
2.0. Within each grade-level band, the descriptors are organized by Key Use (Recount, Explain, Argue and Discuss) and within each Key Use, there are example 
descriptors for WIDA’s six levels of language pro�ciency (ELP Levels 1–6). 

�e descriptors in Level 6 represent the language performance of students who have met all the criteria for Level 5. Unlike the descriptors at Levels 1–5 that 
provide examples of performance at the end of the level, the descriptors at Level 6 are examples of performance within Level 6. 

For three of the Key Uses (Recount, Explain, and Argue) you’ll see descriptors for the four language domains (Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing). 
�e descriptors for the Key Use Discuss are only shown for oral language. �e Key Use Discuss highlights the importance of oral language development for  
meaningful participation of all language learners, regardless of their level of language pro�ciency. 

Potential Uses for the WIDA Can Do Descriptors, Key Uses Edition 

Audiences The WIDA Can Do Descriptors, Key Uses Edition can help….

Educators 
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ELP Level 3
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ELP Level 4
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ELP Level 5
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ELP Level 6 
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Process recounts by
• Identifying familiar 

objects or places 
from oral statements

• Pointing to objects, 
people, or places 
based on short oral 
descriptions

 Process recounts by
• Sequencing labeled 

visuals per oral 
directions

• Identifying settings 
or time frames 
in narrative or 
informational 
scenarios read aloud

Process recounts by
• Matching main 

ideas of familiar text 
read aloud to visuals

• Stating the next 
event in a series 
based on clues 
from narrative or 
informational oral 
texts

Process recounts by
• Identifying main 

ideas and details in 
oral discourse

• Evaluating oral 
presentations of 
peers based on 
criteria for success

Process recounts by
• Categorizing details 

of content-related 
main ideas seen and 
heard in videos or 
other technologies

• Sequencing a series 
of illustrated events 
from oral passages 
(e.g., historical 
recaps)

Process recounts by
• Identifying key ideas 

expressed orally
• Identifying new 

information 
expressed by others
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Recount by
• Answering select 

Wh-questions 
•  Naming and 

brie�y describing 
past community or 
school events using 
visual support (e.g., 
posters, photographs)

Recount by
• Stating main 

ideas or points 
of classroom 
conversations

• Restating details 
of content-related 
topics (in home 
language and 
English) in small 
groups

Recount by
• Relating a series of 

events by expressing 
time in multiple 
tenses 

• Connecting ideas 
in content-related 
discourse using 
transitions 

Recount by
• Paraphrasing and 

summarizing 
content-related ideas 
presented orally

• Connecting ideas 
with supporting 
details in a variety of 
oral venues

Recount by
• Producing oral 

multimedia, 
content-related 
reports based on 
research from 
multiple sources

• Tracing the 
evolution of literary 
characters, themes, 
and plots from 
di�erent venues 
(e.g., digital text or 
video) 

Recount by
• Restating new 

information 
expressed by others 
in extended speech

• Posing questions 
that elicit 
elaboration and 
responding to 
others’ questions 
and comments 
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Process  
explanations by
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Process arguments by
• Signaling agreement 

or disagreement 
of short oral 
statements or 
questions

• Identifying points 
of view (e.g., first or 
third person) from 
short statements

Process arguments by
• Identifying claims 

from a series of oral 
statements

• Identifying evidence 
to support claims 
from charts and 
tables

Process arguments by
• Illustrating claims 

or reasons from oral 
narratives 

• Identifying 
opposing 
perspectives from 
oral text (e.g., sides 
in wars, regimes, or 
revolutions)

Process arguments by
• Matching evidence 

to claims in oral 
discourse

• Formulating 
opinions based on 
evidence presented 
within oral 
discourse

Process arguments by
• Establishing 

connections among 
claims, arguments, 
and supporting 
evidence within oral 
discourse

• Comparing 
opposing points-
of-view presented 
within oral 
discourse

Process arguments by
• Evaluating the 

soundness of 
opposing claims 
presented orally

• Identifying bias 
within claims in oral 
discourse
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Argue by
• Responding yes 

or no to short 
statements or 
questions related to 
a claim

• Expressing personal 
points of view (in 
home language and 
English) in support 
of or against a claim

Argue by
• Answering simple 

questions related to 
claims

• Stating evidence to 
support claims (in 
home language and 
English)

Argue by
• Critiquing opposing 

claims
• Evaluating the 

value of options 
in content-based 
situations

Argue by
• Connecting ideas 

with supporting 
details or evidence

• Taking stances and 
summarizing ideas 
supporting them

Argue by
• Engaging in debates 

on content-related 
topics with claims 
and counterclaims 
along with 
reasonable evidence

• Defending points of 
view with speci�c 
claims

Argue by
• Paraphrasing 

new information 
expressed by 
others and, 
when warranted, 
modifying views or 
positions

• Making 
presentations 
with multimedia 
components to 
clarify claims and 
emphasize salient 
points
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By the end of each of the given levels of English language pro�ciency* English language learners can...

*Except for Level 6, for which there is no ceiling.
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Discuss by
• Using appropriate 

nonverbal behaviors 
to show engagement 
and listening 

• Contributing to 
conversations by 
sharing own work 
(e.g., pictures, posters, 
graphics)

Discuss by
• Inviting others to 

participate
• Answering Wh-

questions in 
conversations

• Connecting ideas to 
one’s experiences 

Discuss by
• Supporting ideas 

with examples
• Asking clarifying 

questions to 
demonstrate 
engagement

• Generating 
new questions 
to maintain 
conversations

Discuss by
• Recognizing 

purposes of 
contributions in 
conversations

• Demonstrating 
awareness of 
personal bias when 
defending one’s 
point of view

 

Discuss by
• Building on the 

ideas of others   
• Listening to others 

with a purpose (e.g., 
to challenge own or 
others’ ideas) 

Discuss by
• Presenting 

organized ideas 
and information 
on content topics 
including the use 
of graphics and 
multimedia

• Synthesizing ideas 
of several speakers, 
posing questions, 
and responding with 
evidence, examples, 
and ideas
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By the end of each of the given levels of English language pro�ciency* English language learners can...

*Except for Level 6, for which there is no ceiling.
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