




Benefits of new assessments 



How will schools support students during the transition?

Schools have created a variety of models to assist students who are struggling with the standards. 
Parents should collaborate with teachers and administrators to develop a plan as needed.

What is the accountability plan?

The state will continue to hold schools and teachers 
accountable for student achievement and year-over-
year progress using new assessment scores as one 
factor in determining ratings. When assessments 
are implemented in 2014-15, the state will set a 
new baseline on which to further refine proficiency 

targets, as well as promotion, retention, and remediation policies. Parents should work with local schools 
and teachers to understand these policies and develop any strategies needed to support a child who is not 
reaching proficiency.

Assessment results will be carefully monitored to ensure that the right professional development 
opportunities are being provided for educators, along with targeted support for students. 

Holding schools accountable for college and career readiness

State assessment scores are utilized in calculating a school’s College and Career Ready Performance Index 
(CCRPI) score in the following manner:

ACHIEVEMENT

The Achievement score will be made up of three indicators: Content Mastery (40%), Post Elementary/
Middle/High School Readiness (30%), and Graduation Rate/Graduation Rate Predictor (30%) 

■   Content Mastery: This section looks at student achievement on state tests to determine how  
      well a school is doing with instruction.

■   Post Elementary/Middle/High School Readiness: This section looks at areas that have proven  
      to help students be prepared for the next level. 

■   Graduation Rate/Graduation Rate Predictor: This section looks at a school’s 4-year graduation rate.

Take Action: Parents can work with school 
or district curriculum directors to learn about 
the new curriculum and understand how to 
support their children to minimize any dips in 
assessment scores.

*

PROGRESS

The Progress score will be calculated based on the percentage of a school’s students demonstrating 
typical or high growth as indicated by their Student Growth Percentiles (SGP). 

ACHIEVEMENT GAP

The Achievement Gap score assigns points to schools for their progress in closing or having small 
achievement gaps on state tests between schools’ lowest 25% of achievers and the state average. 





Preparing and supporting your child

■Ŷ Discuss the new tests with your child. 
Make sure he or she is not afraid or 
anxious going into the new tests.

■Ŷ With an older child, explain that the new 
assessments were created to provide 
information to help ensure he or she is on 
track to succeed after graduation and to 
identify any issues early enough to give 
more support where needed. 

■Ŷ Explain to your child that the tests will 
initially be more challenging. You may 
wish to discuss with your child why high 
expectations are important and that you 
are there to help every step of the way. 

■Ŷ Review test results with your child, 
taking time to discuss areas of strength 
and areas where there is room for 
improvement. Bring the teacher into the 
discussion as needed. 

■Ŷ Provide a quiet, comfortable place for 
studying at home and make sure your child 
gets a good night’s sleep before a test.

■Ŷ Remind your student of the importance 
of reading directions carefully and not 
rushing through a test.

■Ŷ Don’t schedule appointments, trips or 
other interruptions during testing.

Staying informed and involved 
■Ŷ Read all comments written by the teacher on classroom lessons and tests. Ask teachers 

to explain anything that is unclear and discuss how you can best work together to address 
any concerns. 

■Ŷ Monitor your child’s progress. If your child needs extra help or wants to learn more about 
a subject, work with his or her teacher to identify opportunities for tutoring, after-school 
clubs, or other resources.

■Ŷ Understand that a single test score does not represent all that your child can or cannot 
do. It is a snapshot only. Test scores are useful but should not be the only factor in 

http://www.pta.org/parentsguide
http://www.georgiastandards.org
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/default.aspx

